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Journal of Humanitarian Affairs 
 
Special issue guidelines 
 
 
 
The Journal of Humanitarian Affairs publishes a selection of special and themed issues alongside 
accepting open submissions for general publication. We welcome submissions from guest editors 
on a broad range of issues relating to humanitarianism, and particularly encourage well-rounded 
issues including critical perspectives.  
 
We encourage submissions that offer a critical perspective on the following: the political economy of 
humanitarianism; humanitarian histories; forced migration and refugee responses; emergency relief 
operations; media representations of humanitarianism; humanitarian governance and international 
order; the relationship between humanitarianism, rights, and development; humanitarian wars; the 
coloniality of humanitarian aid; humanitarianism and race; humanitarian ethics and political 
minimalism; humanitarian security; resilience; and climate change and the future of humanitarian 
action. 
 
Issues in the JHA need to include a minimum of 3 peer reviewed research articles, in addition to field 
reports and situation analyses, op-eds, literature reviews and dialogues/interviews. The maximum 
word count of each issue is 50,000 words, including abstracts, references, and the editors’ 
introduction. This usually takes the form of 7-8 pieces in total, though guest editors should 
anticipate changes to length and structure, and the possible elimination of articles during the 
editorial and peer review processes. 
 
Proposals for special issues must follow the template guidelines below. They are reviewed by the 
editorial board once per year, in May. Proposals should include an overview of the concept, 
relevance, and origin of the special issue, short abstracts of the proposed material, and biographical 
notes for each of the contributors. Guest editors will receive a decision, including feedback and 
questions, within a month of this planned review.  
 
Once the proposal has been accepted, the guest editor will suggest a timeline for submission, liaise 
with authors, oversee a preliminary editing process, and support the external review coordinated by 
the journal. The journal’s editorial board will coordinate the peer review and offer additional 
feedback. Due to the nature of the review process and the journal’s publishing timeline, it will not be 
possible to publish a special issue within the calendar year of the proposal submission. Other 
aspects of the timeline for publication will be discussed with the editors based on the quality and 
substance of the proposal, as well as the review process and outcomes.  
 
Proposals should be received by 1 May 2021, with feedback expected by 1 June 2021. Please submit 
proposals by email to Phoebe Shambaugh (phoebe.shambaugh@manchester.ac.uk). 
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Journal of Humanitarian Affairs special issue proposal guidelines 
 
Rationale and origins of the special issue (800 words maximum) 

• Clarifying which humanitarian debates the issue is directly responding to 
• Explaining the genesis of the special issue (workshop, conference etc) 
• Explaining the editorial process prior to peer reviewing 
• Significance of the special issue 
• Topicality of the issue 
• Structure and rationale of the issue 

 
Provisional table of contents 

• Listing titles and article type of all proposed materials 
• The JHA accepts research articles, field reports and situation analysis, op-ed, 

literature reviews and dialogues/interviews 
• The total word count per issue (including bibliography and abstracts) should not 

exceed 50,000 words.  
• For more information on the different types of articles, please see the JHA website 

(https://www.manchesteruniversitypress.co.uk/journals/journal-humanitarian-
affairs/ ) 

 
Abstracts 

• A short abstract of 200 words per item or article 

Notes on contributors 
• 150 words on each contributor, including their more recent experience and 

publication relevant to individual submission 


